Dispelling Funeral
Cost Myths

Reports on unfair funeral prices fail to examine all factors

Though recent reports have pegged funerals
as the third most expensive purchase in
consumers’ lifetimes, the reality is that
average funeral costs fall far below those for
weddings, cars, boats, RVs, and even the cost
of one vear at a public university.

“To say that a funeral is the third most
expensive item a person buys in life is just
false” said Jack Kynion, president of the
Illinois Funeral Directors Association.
“Certainly people are not spending more for
funerals than they are for an education, a
home, an automobile.”

While the average cost of a funeral is
$5,000 to $6,000, a wedding, for example,
averages $22,360. “The reason people talk
about the cost of funerals is that no one
wants to purchase a funeral,” said Mark
Musgrove, president of the National
Funeral Directors Association, Brookfield,
Wisconsin. “You don’t see exposés on the
high cost of weddings.”

In fact, for one of the most important
events in life, a funeral is a remarkable
bargain, particularly when you consider
the services that come with it.

“[Funeral homes] have people on call 24
hours a day, seven days a week,” said
Kynion, “And the facilities are available any
time you need them.”

The Value of Funerals

Funerals have many of the same elements
as weddings: flowers, food, special
clothing. Yet in many ways, planning them
is more involved than planning a wedding
and reception—and funeral directors do it
all in two to three days, plus care for and
prepare a loved one’s body.

While wedding planners have nine
months to plan an event for 1,000 people,
funeral directors have only three days to
plan an event for 1,000 people. Amazing,
when you think that the average cost of a
funeral is 1/4 that of the average wedding,
said Musgrove.

Families Choose the Cost of Funerals

When planning a funeral, families
absolutely have a choice, said Musgrove, and
not only do they have a choice, they know
exactly what they will pay for all services.
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Keep this article on hand
to refer to when media call for comments on the
“high cost” of funerals. It can be a powerful tool
for defending our profession.
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